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and recovered the gorl. Before starting for Dwarka the
priests went to eat their dinner, and Ramdas left alone
with Krishna upbraided him for letting himself be taken.
The god replied that if Ramdas would offer to buy the
image for its weight in gold, the priests would let him
keep it. Ramdas replied that he had no gold save a single
nosering in his wife's nose. "Put the nosering in the
scales," answered the god, "and I shall make it outweigh
my image." Ramdas did as Krishna ordered and events
happened as the god had foretold. The greedy priests
consented to sell their image for its weight in gold. The
villagers brought the village scales and at Ramdas' request
stood near them so that, if need be, they could hold the
priests to the bargain. In one scale was put the idoL In
the other Ramdas, amid shouts of laughter, put his wife's
nosering. But the laughter ceased when the scale with
the massive image rose upwards and the scale with the
tiny golden circle dropped to the ground. The priests
would have gone back on their agreement, but the villagers
drove them away and kept Krishna's idol. A new image
of Krishna was set up at Dwarka, The old one is still to
be seen at Dakore and is deemed doubly sacred both from
its age and from the miracle performed by it to honour
the Maratha saint.

Unhappily the sanctity of the spot neither tiindered the
assassin nor prolonged the victim's life. Several times
Pilaji received the pretended envoys of the Maharaja but
no chance occurred favourable to the assassins. One
evening they deliberately prolonged the discussion until
after dusk, then took leave and went outside the tent.
Suddenly one of their number exclaimed that he had
forgotten something. He entered the tent, put his mouth
close to Pilaji's ear, as if to whisper to him some state
secret, and with his dagger stabbed him to the heart
(A. D. 1732), The murderer was instantly killed, but his
companions escaped. Abhai Sing was soon to realise that
he had been guilty not only of a crime but of a blunder.

Hft*